
SOUTHERN LAKE VOLUNTEER RURAL FIRE FORCE 

 

Since November 2015 a small number of local residents have been training to form a formidable fire fighting force.  As a 

rural force we are trained to fight grass and scrub fires around the district.  We also have the license to assist at structural 

fires.  This means that we are able to contain fires in the local community until the Turangi urban force arrive and take 

over.  We have retained both the vehicles that were housed in Omori and they are both fully operational.  We currently 

have 8 fire fighters and 1 secretary/treasurer. 

 

The volunteers meet every Wednesday during the Summer months and fortnightly during the Winter.  We practise from 

7pm till 9pm and 6.30 till 8.30 during the Winter months.  These practise sessions involve all sorts of varied tasks 

including fire fighting, utilisation and storage of equipment, studying for necessary QA expectations and informal meetings 

and follow ups. 

 

Most of the force have attended and continue to attend necessary courses to achieve and maintain standards. As you may 

know, from July 1 we will come under the new fire authority FENZ.  This is the governing authority for almost all fire 

fighters in the country.  At first it will make no difference to us and our operation, it’s just combining the now 42 

organisations under the one umbrella.  If you would like to know more about FENZ you can go online or you are most 

welcome to contact me. 

 

We have recently opened a bank account with the ANZ so that we could bank the donations you have left at the store.  

Also we have banked the donation from the Pukawa Ratepayers Association.  We have also received the donations which 

were  gifted by you, in the past.  Thank you  all very much.  We will inform you of any expenditure we make in the 

future.  Our account name is Southern Lake Rural Fire Service which varies from our official name above. 

 

Thank you all for your support both past, present and future.  I would hope that we can increase volunteer numbers in the 

near future.  We don't need just fire fighters, we need friends who can help in other ways such as restorers, cleaners, 

packers and people who might be willing to make us a tea or coffee. 

 

Regards 

 

John Uden 

CHIEF  


